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The Hong Kong Three Sisters (Re-Run)
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Hello everyone
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I'm Chan Shui Yu a producer and an actor of this play
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The show you are seeing is The Hong Kong Three Sisters
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You are our audience Where I am standing is a stage Where you are is the auditorium
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This building is the Hong Kong Cultural Centre This is Studio Theatre
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The number of seats ranges from 303 to 496 depending on what type of stage is em-
ployed
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End stage, transverse stage, thrust stage or arena stage
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Take The Hong Kong Three Sisters as an example an end stage is used
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With the first two rows and three seats on both left and right ends of the top row
blocked there are 287 seats in total
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Facilities include 8 manual bars
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106 pieces of Profiles, 64 pieces of Fresnels
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and Groundrow, Cyclorama, beam lights, follow spots and effects projectors
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Basic audio equipment include loudspeaks, Boundary Microphones
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Wireless microphones and projectors
M~ A 7, WA - —, ZLTCTuVrr 5 —




AR, AR B
But the surtitle boards are not regular items We set it up ourselves
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The Cultural Centre is located at 10 Salisbury Road, Tsim Sha Tsui
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When you were on the way to the show Did you pay attention to the outfit of the Cul-
tural Centre?
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Have you looked at it in detail
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It’s like this
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The Cultural Centre was established on 8 Nov 1989
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It was designed by Mr Lee Ming Gun, the Director of Architectural Services Department
at that time
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It looks like a pair of spreading wings from height and like a sail from level
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Criticism has it that the location of Cultural Centre at the waterfront of Victoria Har-
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bour does not favour enclosed designs The harbor view has been wasted
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What do you think?
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The building next to it is another landmark Tsim Sha Tsui Clock Tower
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Across the Victoria harbour There is a building
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which means much to me
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to the actors waiting in backstage as well as our backstage team including our Deputy
Stage Manager
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That is the Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts, APA
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the cradle for professional artists
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It was constructed in 1984 and started operation in 1985
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It's been 33 years since establishment
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This photo was taken right before the premiere
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We have one thing in common
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We all have a Hong Kong ID card
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Yet there are actually differences
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It was found that when we went abroad some members used foreign passports
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Our Stage Manager used a British passport
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One of our actors he has a Macau ID card and a Portuguese passport
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A good number of my friends are British American, Canadian and even my niece is
Australian
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This is Hong Kong
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metropolitan, right?
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Today, we live in Hong Kong We speak Cantonese
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What does Hong Kong mean to us?
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What sort of place is Hong Kong?
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What touches me most is the bonding among us
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I mean our interpersonal relationship
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I am aware of the changes in myself from childhood to today
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Let me start with my parents’ background
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They were born in the 1930s
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encountering World War II They stayed in Mainland and escaped from the Japanese
occupation of Hong Kong They returned to Hong Kong after liberation
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My father came to Hong Kong
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with 10 dollars in his pocket and started working as an apprentice After he married
my mother in the mainland
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they gave birth to my eldest brother and then they were granted the right of abode in
Hong Kong
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At the beginning they lived in the squatter area
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My father still remembers it
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The Chu Koo Chai squatter
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Then, a huge fire broke out there and the victims were rehoused at resettlement bun-
galows

ZOBRKIEFH—HBIBRK BHoT NT v 1) 7TOREREBAEESGETICEE
SELNF LA

FAMIR) B AT AT
We were offered a flat in Lower Wong Tai Sin Estate

7B HRMTAS G- L F L7z

FBLAEARIE AR
I was born there
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I am the youngest
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The living condition was much improved
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There were common water taps, common toilets common bathrooms and a tiny apart-
ment A bunk bed accommodated the whole family
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A family of six
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lived in a flat like that
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All families cooked in the corridors with kerosene stoves
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I remember everyone lived happily
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Doors were left open
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When parents could not attend the kids neighbours would help take care of them
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At that time home manufacturing jobs were popular I helped stick plastic flowers
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Poor though life was simple and happy
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For improving the living environment we moved to a tenement building in Sham Shui
Po
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This is a building near my parents’ home
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This is a famous brand in Hong Kong People of the 70s or 80s generation must have
seen its advertisments
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Now The shop is still there but much smaller
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In a tenement building the relationship between neighbours was less strong
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Doors were no longer open
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My parents had great expectations from us
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They hoped that we could work hard and become professionals
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My three elder brothers have not let them down They are all engineers or professionals
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I'm a professional, too
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I'm a professional actor
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This is a photo from my school days This is Joan of Arc
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Bernard Shaw's masterpiece The director was our teacher Mr Fredric Mao
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The character I played was Joan of Arc in Joan of Arc
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So far, I have played a good number of roles This is Nell in Samuel Beckett's End-
game a character I liked very much
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Samuel Beckett's masterpiece and director was Mr. Andrew Chan
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This character doesn’t look good her part lasts for less than 20 minutes No fancy
make-up No stylish costume
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but I had fun playing this role
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Probably an actor looks for alternative challenges at a certain stage of their profession
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What play I want to perform now I think this is this one
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The Three Sisters
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This is a play written by Chekhov a renowned Russian novelist and playwright
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This is the book cover of The Three Sisters when it was first published in 1901
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The Three Sisters was written in 1900
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It is 2018 now
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The play you are attending is The Hong Kong Three Sisters
Lol AR TV LD [Fs= Nilitk]

18 BEETE201 748 1 H & V5 B
This production was premiered in Hong Kong in January 2017
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It took part in Edinburgh Festival Fringe in August It won 4-star review ranking
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It then took part in Taipei Fringe Festival in September and received the “Thumbs Upl!l”
Award

IAEHERZ ) Y VT2 AT 423VICBL BHELREEZZELT L

20184F4 A HIE EE M A BT L EES AR BAMEEE S RIS it
R A

Before its rerun in Hong Kong in Apri 2018, it was awarded by the 27th Hong Kong
Drama Awards One of the Outstanding Productions of the Year and nominated for
the Best Director Award
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After all how will we restructure The Three Sisters
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From now on, the play will be performed in
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Hong Kong's language - Cantonese The Hong Kong Three Sisters
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The Three Sisters
= NIk

ot kR
Early 20th century Russia
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On the fifth of May Irina's name day
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In the Prozoroff's house A large reception room is visible Midday, it is sunny outside
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Olga is correcting exercise books
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Masha is sitting
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Irina lost in thought
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) She is reading a book
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I am reading a book
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I am a high school teacher
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I am in white
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I am in black
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Father died just a year ago today, Irina
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On the fifth of May your name day
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It was snowing then
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I remember there was music when father was carried out and they fired a salute at
the cemetery
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Though he was an officer a Lieutenant Only a few colleagues came to the funeral
BREFEFET KERZ 2N E ZOHEICRER IV L o7

FECETBIEE I TN RS, WA FAE
But then, it was raining Heavy rain and snow
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Why recall it
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It's so warm today we can keep the windows open
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Father was given a brigade and left Moscow Eleven years have passed
BREFEVHRARIC L >T BAbE2ENTERAZ T2 S>THS ) 14E

KEkEH

oNs
(259



T, N\
260/ )

HRFRERMEAES BRI R BB S A — A
but I remember it all as though we had left there yesterday
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This morning I woke up saw this spring and joy stirred in my soul I had a passionate

longing to go home again
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Don’t whistle, Masha
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